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Distribution Center
Nearing Completion

Completion is
nearing on the

new Master-
hand Milling
distribution

center located
east of Thed-
ford on High-
way 2.
Masterhand
Milling is oper-
ated by Elite
Endeavors,
LLC, a family-
owned pellet
mill, produc-

2
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i
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ing 100% dried
distillers grain
cubes, pellets
and creep feed
for use on the
ranch.

mill.

feed bunk.

Thedford.

The concentrated supplements offer a
minimum 31% protein and 9% fat (dry mat-
ter basis), approximately double the energy
percentage found in regular corn. The
cubes are also high in phosphorus, making
them a perfect match for the calcium-rich
grass in the Nebraska Sandhills.

“Having this distribution center will help
us make deliveries to our customers, saving
on delivery costs and time,” Angie Florea,
owner of The Feed Bunk in Stapleton said.

The Feed Bunk is one of several area dis-
tributors for Masterhand Milling. Other dis-
tributors include Vinton Feeds, Mullen, and
Sandhills Premium Feed & Supplement,

The crane is in position to lift the bins into their permanent
positions. The new Masterhand Milling distribution center
is operated by Elite Endeavors, LLC, a family-owned pellet

Owner, Dusty Turner, grew up on a ranch in the Oklahoma panhandle, run-
ning a cake and grass cattle operation. After college, Turner began his career
in the cattle feedyard business. In early 2006, the ethanol industry began to
see substantial growth. Turner, along with many others in the beef industry,
soon realized the distiller’s grain co-products out of the ethanol plants could
serve as a beneficial feed product.

In an effort to reduce freight costs of shipping product from distant plants,
Turner approached the city of Liberal, Kansas about building an ethanol plant
that would benefit both feedyards and local farmers. A team was assembled
and Turner co-founded Conestoga Energy Partners, LLC, building a 55-mil-
lion-gallon ethanol plant in Garden City, KS. A short time later, a 110-million-
gallon plant was added at Liberal, KS.

Today, dried distillers grains have revolutionized the way cattle are fed in
the feedyard, and have become the leading natural protein supplement in the

The goal at MasterHand Milling is to bring a high protein, high energy feed
ingredients to the ranch in a form that is consistent and carries a standard
that ranchers can depend on.

TERRI LICKING PHOTOS

Middle Niobrara NRD
receives recycling grant

Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality
Director Jim Macy has an-
nounced the awarding of
$2,491,087 in 57 grants
for litter cleanup, recy-
cling, and public educa-
tion programs and
activities. Funds for the
Litter Reduction and Re-
cycling Grant Program
are generated from a fee
charged to certain manu-
facturers, wholesalers,
and retailers of products
that commonly con-
tribute to litter. The pro-
gram has been providing
grants annually since
1979.

"There were many out-
standing applications sub-
mitted to NDEQ this
year," Macy said. "The
grant awards will support

many important local ef-
forts to recycle and re-
duce litter across the
state."

Middle Niobrara NRD of
Valentine was awarded a
$100,215.00 recycling
grant to be used to pur-
chase a trailer with
spreader to increase the
amount of woody bio-
mass chips on fields and

tree rows. Tree removal
will increase grazing and
grassland, and reduce fire
risk.

Recycling efforts that
promote the purchase of
recycled content products
continue to receive prior-
ity for funding. NDEQ
awarded 26 grants in the
recycling category, total-
ing $1,326,206.

Spring tree orders

The Upper Loup NRD continues to sell and plant
trees to property owners across the district as it has
for the past 40 plus years. Upper Loup cost-shares on
hand plant orders of at least 100 trees or shrubs and
machine planted trees or shrubs of at least 200 trees.

Call Shane at the Upper Loup NRD and he will assist
you in deciding which tree species will work best for
you, draft planting plans, and assist in filling out the
cost-share forms. The order deadline for trees and

shrubs is February 1, 2017.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2017

January

Thomas Peterson, a sen-
ior at Sandhills High
School in Dunning, was
nominated by U.S. Sena-
tor Deb Fischer as a Ne-
braska service academy
nominee.

Retiring extension
board members, Russell
Licking, Adam Zutavern
and Dane Peterson, were
honored by the Central
Sandhills Extension
board.

Pearson's Inc. in Thed-
ford hosted an open
house January 12 to show-
case their newly reno-
vated facility. On hand for
the debut was Lt. Gover-
nor Mike Foley.

Sandhills Family Dental
Clinic of Mullen an-
nounced they would ex-
pand their clinic and had
added a second chair to
serve their patients.

Hoffman Ranch of Thed-
ford was co-owner of the
reserve senior champion

Angus bull at the 2016 Na-
tional Western Stock
Show.

Deaths: Zita Mae

Thomas, January 15; Cyn-
thia Jo Dunker-Halstead,
January 16.

February

Sandhills Journey Sce-
nic Byway held an annual
meeting, workshops and
awards banquet in Hyan-
nis. SJSB officers pictured
were Twila Phillips, Linda
Lacy, Jeanne Davis, Helen
White and Terri Licking.

Thirty-six babies
adorned the pages of the
special Valentine's Day
issue sponsored by local
businesses.

Thedford students and
staff showed support for
the McKinley Holt family.

Shaylee Scranton,
Mikayla Rinestine and
Gentri Sherman, with
their sponsor Mrs. Taylor,
were pictured working
the registration table for
the American Red Cross
blood drive.

The Mike Sitz Angus
Ranch held their 43rd an-
nual bull sale with 72
coming two-year-old
Angus bulls selling for an
average of $6,705.

Lowell Minert was
elected to the Nebraska
State Fair executive board
at the annual meeting in
Grand Island.

Nebraska beef was back
in Thedford Schools after
approval was made at a
recent school board meet-
ing.

Deaths: Eugene E. John-
son, February 12; Shirley
Gerene (Stewart) Jenkins,
February 8.

March

Avery Taylor joined a
very prestigious club. On
Friday, February 12, dur-
ing the Cody-Kilgore
game, Avery put in her
1,000th career point.

Kermit Paxton, 101, was
the oldest gentleman re-
siding at Linden Estates
in North Platte, and was
crowned, "Mr. Valentine."

A Democratic party cau-

cus would be held March
5 in Thomas and Blaine
counties.

It was announced that
the dedication ceremony
for the DeWitty Historical
Marker would be held in
April.

Dylan Andersen was
chosen to play in the all-
star game set for June 18
at Hastings College. Coach
Josh Deines was selected
as an assistant coach for
the West Team.

Thedford High School
students participated in a
vision workshop con-
ducted by Jana Jensen.

Thedford High School
had their best turn out for
an FBLA event in school
history. Over 250 people
attended the donkey bas-
ketball game that raised
about $1,000.

Jacy Hafer and Shaylee
Scranton qualified for the
state speech meet.

A strong spring storm
marched across western
and north central Ne-
braska, closing roads,
schools, and businesses
on March 23.

Deaths: Jacqueline
"Jackie" Odell Hanks.

April

Clancey Hesseltine was
selected by the Steidley-
Kayton Post #230 Auxil-
iary to represent them at
the 2016 American Le-
gion Auxiliary Girls' State
in Lincoln.

Participating in the
Blaine-Thomas Counties
4-H speech contest were
Shad Wakely, Chase Rath,
Tyler Rath, Jordee John-
ston and Shaylee Mille-
son.

It was a "Super Hero"
Saturday in Thedford as
student organizations
sponsored their second
annual event to raise
funds for the Sandhills
Cancer Fund, Inc.

Broken Bow Medical
Clinic announced it
would close its doors on
June 30.

A historical marker ded-
ication ceremony on U.S.
Highway 83 near Brown-
lee was the culmination
of a dream that began
many years before by
Stew Magnuson. The
marker would stand as a
testament to DeWitty, an
African American Settle-
ment in the Sandhills.

Emory Daly, Red Edel-
man and Vern Dent were
among locals to be in-
ducted into the Nebraska
Sandhills Cowboy Hall of
Fame.

An investigation into a
complaint by property
owners resulted in denial
of private property access
to the Nebraska Public
Power District (NPPD).

A mild earthquake was
felt near Thedford. The
quake registered 3.2 in
magnitude and occurred
at 12:07 a.m. Monday,
April 11.

Emily Masten and
Michael Benscoter were
chosen prom queen and
king. The announcement

NO. 32

was made at the Sand-
hills-Thedford junior-se-
nior prom held at the
Nebraska 4-H Camp at
Halsey.

Deaths: Wayne "Tuffy"
Barent, April 7.

May

Thedford High School
staff and students hit the
town running and six
groups of students raked
lawns, washed windows,
cleaned out gutters and
flower beds, and other
miscellaneous tasks.

Troy Fields of Halsey
had one of his artworks
displayed in the annual
All Student Juried Art
Show.

Five seniors were taking
their sports careers to the
next level.

Madison and Avery Tay-
lor signed with Chadron
State College and would
play basketball. Dylan An-
dersen would play foot-
ball at Peru State.

Michael Benscoter
would join the Laramie
County Community Col-
lege rodeo team. Boyd
Sawyer would be compet-
ing in steer wrestling and
saddle bronc riding on
the Odessa College Rodeo
team in Texas.

Members of the Hau-
mann family were pic-
tured in front of the
newly installed Nebraska
Historical Marker at the
Thomas County Court-
house square in Thed-
ford.

Paula Rhian was hon-
ored for 37 years of teach-
ing.

Keith George of Killeen,
Texas, was seeing High-
way 83 from the seat of a
little red Corvette and was
featured on the front page
of the Herald.

Deaths: Jean A. Hora,
May 18; Estele Mae Rose-
berry, May 29.

June

Madison Taylor and Syd-
ney Wells were awarded
Consolidated Companies,
Inc. scholarships.

Nebraska High School
rodeo athletes finished at
the top of their high
school graduating classes.
They were Morgan Eggle-
ston, Arnold; Hannah
Harwager, Stapleton; Jada
Jensen, Bingham; J.W.
Schroder, Taylor; and
Cade Svoboda, Ord.

Memorial Day was ob-
served with ceremonies
at Hillcrest Cemetery and
at the Purdum Cemetery.

Boyd Sawyer was the all-
around cowboy at the
Thedford High School
Rodeo.

A countywide reap-
praisal was being made in
Thomas County under
the contracted work of Joe
Wilson of Tax Valuation,
Inc.

Sidney Lange and
Shaylee Scranton were
participants in the Ma-
sonic All-Star marching
band.

C Bar C hosted youth for
the 28th year of Rodeo
Bible Camp.

Halsey elementary re-
ceived assistance from
Loup 2 Loup road race
funds to put a new roof
on the school building.

The Thomas County Fair
Building in Thedford was
filled June 22 with con-
cerned and interested
persons who wanted to
learn more about the Ne-
braska Public Power Dis-
trict's 220-mile-long
345,000-volt R-project and
the proposed 60 MW
wind farm southwest of
Kilgore.

Matt Blackford (1996)
presided over the busi-
ness meeting of the Thed-
ford High School alumni

(Continued on page 8)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


