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Tuberculosis Discovered
In Wheeler County

Disease detected as part of investigation
into South Dakota infected herd

According to Nebraska
Department of Agricul-
ture (NDA) State Veteri-
narian Dr. Dennis
Hughes, NDA and United
States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) veteri-
narians have discovered a
bovine tuberculosis (TB)
positive cow in a beef cat-
tle herd in Wheeler
County.  The Nebraska
herd was identified
through an epidemiologi-
cal investigation from an
infected herd in South
Dakota.

“Nebraska was con-
tacted by the South
Dakota Animal Industry
Board earlier this year as
they began to trace the
movement of cattle into
and out of their infected
herd,” said Hughes.  “We
have been diligently

working with our coun-
terparts in South Dakota
and the USDA to locate
and test the cattle that
were moved into Ne-
braska, and through that
testing procedure we dis-
covered the TB positive
cow in Wheeler County.”

NDA and USDA are cur-
rently working together
with the producer, who
has been cooperating
with both agencies.  The
herd is under quarantine.

“Our staff will be con-
ducting a thorough inves-
tigation tracing the
movement of cattle into
and out of the Wheeler
County herd,” said
Hughes.  “We will also be
working to locate any cat-
tle that may have been
pastured next to and had
fence line contact with

Nebraska Farm Bureau:
What Farmers and
Ranchers Need to Know
About the New Tax Bill

The new Tax Reform
package offers a number
of important changes for
those in agriculture and
Nebraska Farm Bureau
has been very involved in
making sure farmers and
ranchers benefit from
Congress’s first major tax
reform package in more
than 30 years. It is truly a
“win” for Nebraska farm
and ranch families, Steve
Nelson, president of Ne-
braska Farm Bureau said,
when President Trump
signed the bill Dec. 22.

Nebraska Farm Bureau
staff, Jay Rempe, senior
economist and Jordan
Dux, director of national
affairs, conducted an
analysis of the Tax Re-
form package and pro-
vides 10 important things
farmers and ranchers
need to know about the
new tax package. It’s im-
portant to keep in mind
that Nebraska Farm Bu-
reau has made every ef-
fort to ensure the
accuracy of the informa-
tion provided. As with
anything, farmers and
ranchers should consult a
tax professional in order
to fully examine how
these new changes affect
their individual opera-
tions.

Lower Rates for Pass-
Through Businesses, Indi-
viduals, and Corporations
- The new law continues
seven tax brackets for in-
dividuals and all pass-
through business income
(sole proprietorships,
partnerships, and S-cor-
porations) but expands
them and lowers tax rates
which are indexed for in-
flation. The law also dou-
bles the standard
deduction. Unfortunately,
the new pass-through
rates and brackets do ex-
pire on December 31,
2025. Pass-throughs will
be able to deduct 20 per-
cent of their business in-
come, which includes
payments from coopera-
tives, commodity wages,
and farmland rental in-
come.

The following limita-
tions will apply:

The deduction is limited
for partnerships and S-
corporations to 50 per-
cent of W-2 wages paid to
employees OR the sum of
25 percent of W-2 wages
paid plus 2.5 percent of
depreciable business
property.

The W-2 limitation does
not apply to taxpayers
when taxable income
does not exceed
$ 3 1 5 , 0 0 0 / $ 1 5 7 , 0 0 0
joint/individual and

would be completely
phased out when income
reaches $415,000/
$207,000 joint/individual.

The deduction is not
available to some service
businesses, for example,
veterinarians with tax-
able income over
$150,000. The deduction
for service businesses
starts to phase out at
$50,000 of income.

C-Corporation Busi-
nesses: The law sets the
corporate tax rate at a flat
21 percent instead of the
current 15 percent, 25
percent, 34 percent, and
35 percent brackets.

Implications for 2017:
Depending on your indi-
vidual circumstances,
farmers and ranchers
may want to consider de-
ferring income to next
year as the lower rates
take effect for the 2018 tax
year.

The Ability to Make Cap-
ital Investments Has Im-
proved - The new law
permanently increases
the amount of expendi-
tures than can be de-
ducted using Sect. 179
small business expensing
from $500,000 to $1 mil-
lion and increases the ex-
penditure level at which
the deduction begins to
phase out from $2 million
to $2.5 million indexed
for inflation.

Immediate Expensing
(bonus depreciation):
Farmers and ranchers
generally use bonus de-
preciation when expendi-
tures exceed the Sect. 179
small business deduction
limits. All farm structures
qualify for the bonus de-
preciation deduction. The
bill allows businesses to
fully and immediately
write off business invest-
ments through 2022 and
expands the deduction to
include used as well as
new purchases. After
2022, the percentage de-
duction reduces by 20
percent each year until
bonus depreciation is
eliminated beginning in
2027.

Depreciation of Farm
Machinery: The bills
shorten the depreciation
period for farm equip-
ment and machinery
from seven to five years.

Implications for 2017:
Farmers and ranchers
might consider making
some year-end purchases
of new or used equip-
ment. The new law's effec-
tive date for the expanded
bonus depreciation rules
start for property pur-
chased on or after Sep-
tember 28, 2017.

Farmers and Ranchers
Can Still Fully Deduct
Their Property Taxes - If
you normally expense
your property taxes on
agricultural land and
other business property
on a Schedule C, E, or F,
you will continue to be
able to fully deduct them.
The new law does limit an
individual's ability to
deduct their local prop-
erty taxes and state in-
come taxes at a combined
$10,000, for those who
itemize deductions.

While Not Eliminated,
the Estate Tax Exemption
is Doubled - The new law
doubles the estate tax ex-
emption from $5.49 mil-
lion to $11 million and
indexes the exemption for
inflation. Unfortunately,
the increased exemption
expires on December 31,
2025. The bill does not
change current stepped-
up basis rules.

Cash Accounting Ex-
panded - The law expands
the number of farm cor-
porations and farm part-
nerships with a corporate
partner that will be able
to utilize cash accounting.

1031 Exchanges are Con-
tinued for Real Property -
The new law continues
like-kind exchanges for
buildings and land, how-
ever it would end for
equipment and livestock.

Most Farms and
Ranches Can Continue to
Deduct Business Interest -
The new law continues
the interest deduction for
businesses with less than
$25 million of gross re-
ceipts indexed for infla-
tion. Carryover rules are
available to apply the ex-
cess interest expense to
future years.

Obamacare Mandate is
Repealed and Health Care
Deduction is Maintained -
The bill's repeals of the in-
dividual mandate by re-
moving the penalty for
individuals who do not
purchase health insur-
ance. The new law also
maintains the deduction
for medical expenses for
those who itemize deduc-
tions.

9.    New Limits on Net
Operating Losses (NOL) -
The new law allows NOL
to be carried forward in-
definitely instead of cur-
rent law 20 years but
limits NOL to 80 percent
of income. NOL can be
carried back for two years
instead of the five years as
currently allowed for
farms and ranches.

Implications for 2017:
This should be discussed

the infected herd.  TB is
primarily transmitted
through nose to nose con-
tact, so it is imperative
that we work with those
neighboring producers to
test their cattle as well.”

TB is a slow, progressive
disease and is difficult to
diagnose in the early
stages; however, as the
disease progresses, ani-
mals can exhibit emacia-
tion, lethargy, weakness,
anorexia, low-grade fever,
and a pneumonia with a
chronic, moist cough.  If a
producer sees any of
these symptoms in their
herd, they should contact
their local veterinarian.  

Further information, in-
cluding FAQ sheets on TB
can be found on the NDA
website at www.nda.ne-
braska.gov.

Thomas County resi-
dents saw progress in
businesses and a new fire
hall in 2017. Several suc-
cessful events were con-
ducted. One of the most
controversial stories of
the year was the proposed
wind farm in Cherry
County, and the NPPD
power line that would go
up Highway 83 to Thed-
ford and then east. Two
groups, Save the Sandhills
and Preserve the Sand-
hills, spent much of the
year informing and edu-
cating Nebraskans about

this unique area we call
home.

Here are some high-
lights of 2017.

January
Government: Cherry

County commissioners
met December 19 to dis-
cuss and act on the condi-
tional use permit
application submitted by
BSH Kilgore, L.L.C. The
permit was denied on a 2-
0 vote. Stan Pettit, long-
time Thomas County
commissioner,  was hon-
ored by Thomas County
officials at a retirement

party.
Business: Completion

was nearing on the new
Masterhand Milling Dis-
tribution Center east of
Thedford.

Organizations: An "Old
Fashioned" Christmas
proved to be a great suc-
cess again this year.

Schools: Sandhills-Thed-
ford hosted "Black Out
Cancer" night in Dunning
with T-shirt sales going to
support the 20th annual
Cattlemen's Ball; Goose
Creek School students
performed the musical,
"Home for the Holidays."

Sports: Colby Collier (16-
1) won his 100th career
wrestling match on Janu-
ary 21.

New Arrivals: Cooper
Mattox Libeau to Timothy
and Shena (Nutter)
Libeau on October 6,
2016.

Deaths: Alva (Al) Ken-
neth Bailey, died Decem-
ber 25, at Indian Hills
Nursing Home in Ogal-
lala; Alice Mae Goehring,
90, of Thedford, died De-
cember 30; Nancy Gaye
Mosttler, 69, died January
11 in Wichita, Kansas;
Kathleen A. Bowdish, 56,
of Lincoln died January
14.

February
Government: Thedford

Public Schools Board of
Education members were
pictured and were Jay
Jones, Steve Ahlstrom,
Dixie Hoffman, Johnny
Mike Lee, Bridget Licking,
and Matt Blackford. Retir-
ing board member, Ronda
Haumann, was honored
for 20 years of service;
Connie Cox and Miles
Maseberg were the two
new board members on
the Upper Loup NRD
board.

Organizations: The
Thedford Area Commu-
nity Foundation gave out
four grants in 2016.
Grants went towards a
new cart shed at the
Thedford Golf Course, a
roof for the Halsey Rural
Fire Department's fire
hall, the Little Girls lost
statue, and creation of a
historical marker and a
scoreboard table for Thed-
ford Public Schools.

Schools: Jim York was
named NSAA District 4
Representative; Thedford
Public School Board of
Education met for a spe-
cial meeting and an-
nounced they had agreed

to enter into a separation
agreement with Superin-
tendent Eggert. Mr. Eg-
gert would finish out the
current year; Sidney
Lange won Best of Show
at the MNAC Art Show;
Matthew Dailey was
crowned the Blaine
County spelling bee
champion.

Sports: The Lady Knights
repeated as MNAC basket-
ball champions and
brought home a plaque
from the tournament;
Zach Call was working his
way up in the Bullfighters
Only standings; Colby Col-
lier was the 170 pound
Class Champion at the
MNAC meet held at
Mullen; Cade Pokorny
committed to play foot-
ball at Chadron State and
Jacey Nutter committed to
the University of Ne-
braska-Kearney; The Lady
Knights advanced to dis-
trict finals; Colby Collier
ended his wrestling ca-
reer fourth in the state.

New Arrivals: Ford and
Molli Miller of Gandy
were the parents of a baby
girl, Murphy Marie, born
January 27.

Deaths: Dolores (Bestol)
James, 93, died at Mother
Hull Home in Kearney on
January 30; Vera Sautter,
91, died February 4 at Al-
liance; Mary Neal John-
ston, 91, died February
11, at the Pioneer Memo-
rial Nursing Home in
Mullen.

March
Government: Judy Mulli-

gan of Thedford, was
named the new Stapleton
postmaster; Sandhills res-
idents concerned about
the potential for wind tur-
bines and the R-project
power line gathered Feb-
ruary 4 at the Hamilton
Ranch in southeast
Cherry county; Thedford
Rural Fire Protection Dis-
trict received a $10,000
grant for the new fire hall
building from Farm
Credit Services of Amer-
ica; Senator Brewer pro-
posed a two-year
moratorium on wind tur-
bines in the Sandhills

Sports: The Lady Knights
were the District D2-5 bas-
ketball champions; Thed-
ford lost a heartbreaker,
41-44 against Exeter-Milli-
gan in the state basketball
tournament at Lincoln.

Deaths: Francesmary
"Mary" Portz, 94, died

March 8 at her ranch
home at North Platte.

April
Government: Desarae

Catlett was the new Infor-
mation and Education Co-
ordinator at Upper Loup
NRD.

Business: Creative Print-
ers went online with the
launching of their new
website and subscribers
could now read the
Thomas County Herald on-
line.

Schools: Kristin Ga-
noung was pictured with
her book, "George and the
Stolen Sunny Spot," at a
special presentation at
Sandhills Elementary
School at Halsey.

Organizations: The
American Legion Auxil-
iary Steidley-Kayton Unit
#230 announced Helen
Leaf had been a member
of the Auxiliary for 71
years and Linda Galusha
for 70 years.

Accidents: An earl morn-
ing derailment rocked
Thedford as an eastbound
Burlington Northern
Santa Fe coal train went
off the rails at 4:48 a.m.
on the south end of Maple
Street.

New Arrivals: Sam Pear-
son and Jennifer Mc-
Mullen were the parents
of a son, Levi Matthew
Pearson, born April 2.

Deaths: Billye McGooden
Johnson died March 20 in
Broken Bow; Lana Marie
Clouse died at her home
at North Platte on April 5;
Troy Jon Neiman, 48, died
April 15.

May
Business: The Stapleton

Enterprise and Thomas
County Herald won nu-
merous awards in Class A
at the Nebraska Press
Convention in Lincoln, in-
cluding a first place in the
Specialty Pages division
for the "Calling All Ba-
bies" and second place for
"Salute To Our Veterans."
First place went to the
Thomas County Herald for
the best single retail ad-
vertising idea, black and
white with "Christmas in
July;" The Sandhills Her-
itage Museum would
open its doors Memorial
Day weekend.

Sports: Rebecca Higgins
signed a letter of intent to
play basketball at Concor-
dia University; Sheven
Rodocker placed third in

Year In Review



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


