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Caution - Cattle Crossing

Story & Picture
Terri Licking

Photos like this are rep-
resentative of cattle pro-
ducers who drive their
cows home from corn-
stalks this time of year.

This is easier on the
cows that are a month or
so from calving, but find-
ing a good weather day
has been difficult. This
drive could be seen Satur-
day afternoon, February
9, on the Sandhills Jour-
ney Scenic Byway. One
does not often have the
luxury of capturing hard
working cattle producers
on bitter cold days.

Thanks goes out to Kim
and Denise Woodward of
Broken Bow.

Denise Woodward, who
was in the pickup with a
trailer bringing up the
rear, said their 80 plus
cows did pretty well con-
sidering it was an eight
mile trek. The trailer
would be used to bring
the horses home.

"When we came to the
curve before the tracks,
we had probably gone two
miles. Melody Doss and
her daughter were in the
lead feed pickup with a
hay bale - a coaxer most
cows follow this time of

Pictured on horseback are, I-r: Kim Woodward, Drake Doss and Dakota Doss.
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Denise Woodward brought up the rear with the pickup and horse trailer.

year."

On horseback was
Denise's husband Kim,
and the Doss men,

Melody's husband, Dakota
and their son, Drake.

Care was taken to ensure
everyone’s safety.

A deputy from the sher-
iff's department was on
hand, BNSF had been con-
tacted, a wait on two
trains to pass caused
delay for highway traffic.

"Ice on the gravel road

Service Club to
host meeting

The Thedford Service Club will be hosting a
meeting with Ansley community members who
have used innovative ways to enhance their com-
munity from successful balloting for sales tax to
sales of village lots to get them back on the tax
roll. A low income housing company now calls
Ansley home. Learn how they are living their
motto "Some Bigger, None Better."

The meeting will be held Tuesday, March 5th
with a Dutch treat meal at 6:00 p.m. (CT) fol-
lowed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. CT in the east
room of the Sandhills Corral café in Thedford.

The Public is welcome. RSVP for the meal to
Sandhills Corral at 308-645-2323.

Free summer
camp for Thomas
County youth

SULLIVAN HILLS CAMP

Sullivan Hills Camp is in
its 22nd year, but for the
first time, Thomas
County kids will be able
to attend for free. Donors
have subsidized the en-
tire cost of camp this year
to make sure every child
has the opportunity to at-
tend.

First through twelfth
graders spend a week de-
veloping great friend-
ships, growing  self-
confidence, and deepen-
ing their faith at this 640-
acre residential summer
camp near Lodgepole, Ne-
braska. Each week
through June and July,
trained Summer Ministry
Team members lead kids
through activities such as
a high ropes challenge
course, archery, boating,

News Briefs

The Sandhills-Thedford
Junior-Senior Prom will be
held Saturday, March 30 at
the NE National Forest in
Halsey.

Bible study, creative arts,
and many other classic
camp activities.

Registrations are now
open at SullivanHills.org
or by calling 402-944-
2544. A $50 deposit is re-
quired at registration; it
will be refunded after the
child attends camp.

was another
after the tracks."

Cows falling on ice can
induce early labor, thus
lost revenue. When they
turned on the Paulsen
road, passing KinKaider's,
Denise said there was a
party in progress, so a lot
of onlookers with their
phones took pictures of
the cattle drive.

Denise probably got the
most exercise, running up
and down the line of cars

problem

on the highway a couple
of times, thanking them
for their patience and un-
derstanding, and explain-
ing the delay.

The Woodwards want to
thank the travelers who
were patient and under-
standing throughout. Pa-
tience is not simply the
ability to wait - it's how we
behave while we're wait-
ing - (Author unknown).

Most behaved admirably
she said.

Yearly Management
Of Noxious
Weeds Important

The legal description of
a noxious weed is any
plant designated by a Fed-
eral, State or county gov-
ernment as injurious to

public health, agriculture,
recreation, wildlife or
property. More com-

monly they are defined as
a plant that grows out of
place and is competitive,

persistent, and perni-
cious.
Regardless of which

weed you are trying to
manage it’s important to
continue yearly manage-
ment. SKipping a year can
cause the noxious weed to
re-infest rapidly. Persist-
ence is the key to any suc-
cessful weed control
program.

In Nebraska you are
legally required to control
noxious weeds on your

property. The common
noxious weeds on the Ne-
braska State list include:
plumeless thistle, musk
thistle, diffuse knapweed,
spotted knapweed,
Canada thistle, leafy
spurge, purple loosestrife
and saltcedar. Fortu-
nately, not all of these
weeds are found in our
District. To help with the
battle with those found in
our area (leafy spurge,
Canada thistle, musk this-
tle) the Upper Loup Natu-
ral Resources District
provides cost share funds
for BOTH fall and spring
treatment to landowners
in the NRD area. Funds
are available to cover 50%
of the cost of approved
chemicals up to $500 per
landowner.

Notices

e Upper Loup NRD
Notice Of
Public Hearing

* Thedford School Board
Proceedings

* Village Of Thedford
Regular Meeting
Proceedings

¢ Village Of Thedford
Emergency Meeting
Proceedings

* Thomas County
Board Of
Commissioners’
Proceedings

e Thomas County
Planning Commission
Notice Of Hearing
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R-Project powerline
is nearing decision point

By State Senator
Tom Brewer

The federal government
approval of NPPD’s “R-
Project” powerline is
nearing a decision point.
The Environmental Im-
pact Statement (EIS) for
the project has been on
the Federal Register since
the 8th of February and is
nearing the end of its 30
day waiting period. After
which, a “final record of
decision” is soon to fol-
low. This gives NPPD the
green-light to begin con-
struction of the power-
line.

The problem with all
this is they have not and
are not following the fed-
eral law (Endangered
Species Act). In spite of
the shiny new R-Project
sales brochure handed
out by NPPD at the capitol
today, they continue to
show a complete disre-
gard for the countless con-
cerns raised by the public.
The route of the R-Project
has not changed an inch.

If one drills down into
this 837 page document,
you will find Appendix E
which concerns the
Whooping Crane. The
highly technical computa-
tions discussed in this ap-
pendix attempt to answer
the question of “mortal-
ity.” Specifically, how
many Whooping Cranes
do the US Fish & Wildlife
biologists think will be
killed by collisions with
this power line over the
50 year life of the project?
Remember, only 505 of
these animals remain.

The data used to answer
this question is old and
sparse, and the calcula-
tion method used was de-
signed to deliberately
skew the result to as near
“zero” as was mathemati-
cally possible. A large
amount of new, modern
data were found in early
2018, but the chapter on
“threatened and endan-
gered species” was closed
by that point and the new

data was not considered
in the EIS. This violates
the Endangered Species
Act which requires the US
Fish & Wildlife Service
(USFWS) use “the best
available science.” As it is,
they are deliberately ig-
noring it, and so is NPPD.

As a result of a Depart-
ment of Interior Inspector
General’s Complaint I
filed, analysis of the new
data was eventually
forced to happen by the
USFWS  Scientific In-
tegrity Officer, and is now
part of the public record.
In an effort, I believe, to
deliberately discredit the
data, the biologists in the
Denver USFWS office
wrote an incomplete re-
buttal of the analysis and
it is rife with errors. I'm
shocked this actually
made it into the public
record. They did this, I be-
lieve, because an honest
appraisal of the best data
available shows a shock-
ing Whooping Crane mor-
tality rate.

The law provides a rem-
edy for all of this called a
“Supplemental Environ-
mental Impact Study.”
This new  Whooping
Crane data could be prop-
erly studied and a scien-
tifically sound report, free
of bias could be rendered.
It’s the right thing to do.
Sadly, NPPD steadfastly
refuses to do this. On the
advice of NPPD’s paid lob-
byist in Denver, the US
Fish & Wildlife Service
also steadfastly refuse to
do this. Other members
of Nebraska’s congres-
sional delegation have
joined me in this fight.
We will soon see if the De-
partment of Interior
agrees with the corrup-
tion surrounding the R
Project.

Please contact my office
with any comments, ques-
tions or concerns. Email
me at; tbrewer@leg.ne.
gov. Mail a letter to; Sen.
Tom Brewer, Room
#1423, P.O. Box 94604,
Lincoln, NE 68509 or call
us at (402) 471-2628.

Town Hall Meeting
with Sen. Brewer

The Thomas, Blaine,
and Loup County Farm
Bureaus will host a town
hall meeting with Sen.
Tom Brewer of District
43. The town hall meeting
will take place Friday,
March 8, at 4 p.m. at
Uncle Bucks Lodge in
Brewster. The meeting is
free and open to the pub-
lic.

Sen. Brewer will answer
questions from con-
stituents and give an up-
date on his work at the
Legislature and what to
expect during the upcom-
ing legislative session.
The meeting will also
allow District 43 con-

stituents to meet and visit
personally with Sen.
Brewer.

“We are excited to hold a
town hall meeting for
Sen. Brewer and the con-
stituents in District 43,”
said Katherine Kubacki,
president of Thomas
County Farm Bureau.
“The town hall meeting
will allow citizens to ask
questions that matter to
them and hear responses
from Sen. Brewer.”

For more information
you may contact Tammy
Fiechtner, North Central
regional manager, Ne-
braska Farm Bureau,
(402) 302-9494.

Hundreds of
stranded motorists

The Nebraska State Pa-
trol (NSP) and Nebraska
Department of Trans-
portation (NDOT) closed
Interstate 80, Saturday,
February 23, due to nu-
merous crashes and white
out conditions in the east-
ern half of the state. I-80
was closed between mile
marker 312, near Grand
Island, and mile marker
439, near Gretna.

Troopers responded to
numerous crashes, in-
cluding large crashes at
mile markers 329, 355,
and 409 on Interstate 80.
Some of those crashes in-

volved injuries.

The first large crash oc-
curred near mile marker
355, east of York, involv-
ing an estimated 30 vehi-
cles, including at least 15
semis. The crash occurred
at approximately 2:45
p-m. More than 100 vehi-
cles became stranded be-
hind that crash.

At approximately 3:10
p.m. a crash occurred at
mile marker 329, near Au-
rora. That crash involved
approximately 15 vehi-
cles, including 10 semis.

See Stranded Page 7




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


