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Kathie Martindale points to a picture of the Home State Bank building and the Wilson
Hotel. The Home State Bank is now home to the Sandhills Heritage Museum in Dun-

ning.

Marcia Hora

You’'ll find yourself step-
ping back in time as you
walk up to the Home
State Bank building and
open the door of the
Sandhills Heritage Mu-
seum in Dunning.

Not only will you get a
glimpse of the Sandhills,
but the hard-working peo-
ple of Blaine County who
lived in and around the
villages of Dunning,
Halsey, Brewster, and Pur-
dum.

Much of the heritage of
the area was being lost be-
fore a group of dedicated
individuals made up their
minds to do something
about it.

The idea of creating a
museum came up in
2000, and the McMullen
family decided to donate
the downtown bank
building to house items.

Kathie Martindale said
the museum has been a
work in progress ever
since.

A letter was sent to
William Zutavern in July
of 2002 from Larry Kent
Wilson of Carmichael,
California. The letter now
appears above a 1919
photo of the Home State
Bank and Wilson Hotel.

Wilson’s grandfather,

William Pearson “Pete”
Wilson built the hotel in
1919 and the bank in
1918. He was known in
Dunning as “P. Wilson,”
or by his nickname,
“Pete.” He is referred to in
the Blaine County history
book as Peter. His middle
name was spelled either
Pearson or Pierson.

In 1908, two years after
his wife, Elva Melissa Wil-
son died, Pete and his six
children moved from
Georgetown, near Broken
Bow, to a homestead near
Dunning. His oldest
daughter, Bessie, helped
raise the children, includ-
ing Lawrence Edward
Wilson, who was born in
1904, and was the
youngest. The family
lived in a two-room sod
house. Bessie married
Robert Blakely, a local
boy. When Bessie and the
other kids grew up and
left home, Pete and
Lawrence Edward moved
to Dunning.

Lawrence attended Miz-
paw rural school when
A.L. Shamblin was
County Superintendent
and graduated in 1924
from Dunning High
School. He recalled that
Irma Thompson was his
teacher at Mizpaw. The
high school principals

who signed his report
card at Dunning High
School were Charlotte
Armstrong (1921-22) and
Mrs. Waco McCully (1922-
23). Later, he graduated
and received his master’s
degree in education from
the University of Ne-
braska.

The hotel had 16 rooms
with steam heat and run-
ning water. Lawrence
dropped out of school for
a year or so to help run
the hotel by making beds,
sweeping, and operating
the front desk while Pete
was next door working at
the bank he helped estab-
lish. The room rate was
$1.25 per night, fresh
daily linens were fea-
tured, and most of the
time the hotel was booked
solid.

Pete sold out and left
Dunning for Lincoln in
October 1924 and he died
in Lincoln in 1929 and is
buried next to his wife in
Broken Bow. The hotel
burned down in 1933.

Larry Kent Wilson also
included a program for
the “Grand Concert”
given by the Dunning
Band at the Jones Opera
House, Wednesday even-
ing, March 21, 1917. Band
members listed include P.
Wilson, bass drum;
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Kathie Martindale, who served as Postmaster in Dunning and Brewster for 31 years,

stands next to the renovated post office display that includes original pieces and how
it looked when the post office and the bank shared the building. School memorabilia,
trophies, and jackets bring back memories for those who stop in for a visit. Recent up-
dates include a new sidewalk, and work has started on the theater room in the former

bank vault.

Lawrence Wilson, trom-
bone; and Lyle Wilson,
solo cornet and violin.
Also listed is Mrs. Rob’t
Blakely, piano accompa-
nist, and Mrs. H.G. Zutav-
ern, piano soloist.

Many of the items
housed in the museum
have been donated and a
few items are on loan.

A three-year agreement
has been made with Ne-
braskans for Hereford
Heritage to display items
in the museum to pro-
mote Nebraska’s Hereford
heritage for future gener-
ations.

Other highlighted items
include a wedding dress
from Kate Dunning’s fam-
ily for which the town was
named, a store counter
from a store in Halsey,
and the original bank
building office that now
serves as a hospitality
room.

Work has begun to reno-
vate the old bank vault
and turn it into a theater
where movies can be
shown. Plans are also in
the works to show DVD'’s
featuring pictures from
local photographers to
give visitors a sense of
what the region looks like
throughout the year.

The museum is open

Lickings celebrate 110th year

Mary (Licking) Feyerherm

Some 100 members of
the Licking Family gath-
ered at Flip’s barn in
Seneca, NE, on June 22,
2019, to celebrate the
110th year since Charles
Edward and Emma
Sophia (Hanner) Licking
arrived in the Sandhills of
Thomas County to settle
on their Kincaid 9 miles
south and 3 miles east of
Seneca. Charles Edward
and Emma Sophia, along
with their two young
sons, Clyde, 1%: years, and
Lawrence, 6 months, left
their rented farm, near
Sumner, NE, in late April,
1909. They traveled by
team and wagon through
hail, snow, and rain,
camping close to homes
on their travel to the

Sandhills. One day the
weather was so bad they
spent the day with the
Meyers family south of
Broken Bow. They ar-
rived at the Homestead a
week later, on May 5,
1909, which was Charles
Edward’s 25th birthday.

Charles Edward, along
with two neighbors, had
built a sod house for
Charles Edward and
Emma to live in when
they arrived at the Kin-
caid. They spent nearly
10 years in the sod house
and 9 more children were
added to the family;
Everett Earl (Grit), Roy
Charles who died in in-
fancy, Vera Emma, Ver-
non Edward, Norman
Lester, Vada Dorothy,
Ruth Caroline, Thurman
Dale, and Paul Lyle.

Later in the year,
Charles Edward’s two
brothers, Fred Christo-

pher, and his wife, June,
and Everett William,
came to the Sandhills and
had adjoining Kincaids.
The parent’s, Charles
Jacob and Martha Lena
(Longer) Licking, also
came to join them on an
adjoining Kincaid.

They were burned out
in the 1910 prairie fire,
with less damage by other
fires throughout the
years. They were hailed
out a number of times,
dried out, and a few times
nearly hoppered out.
Emma especially remem-
bered the March 14, 1913
blizzard, which came on
her birthday. She also re-
membered the January
1949 blizzard.
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They burned cow chips
and wood hauled by a
four-horse team from the
Dismal River.

Charles Edward was a
horse lover and broke
horses for a neighbor,
Martin Cronin. Much of
Charles Edward’s time
was spent  assisting
prospective homesteaders
in locating division lines
and other locations.

Charles Edward and
Emma Sophia lived a full
life on the ranch. After
much persuasion, they
moved to Seneca in 1949,
to be closer to a doctor be-
cause of Charles Edward’s
asthma issues. He took
his favorite Saddle horse,
Pal, to town with him. He
took the town children for
short rides, enjoying it as
much as the children.
Charles Edward never
missed a chance to go to
the ranch to enjoy the
hills that he loved so

much.
Charles Edward and
Emma  Sophia were

blessed with 13 grand-
daughters and 24 grand-
sons. Charles Edward
passed away on May 31,
1959, and Emma Sophia
on January 1, 1965.
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Parts of the front page of the January 7, 1898 issue of
The Brewster News has been copied and are displayed,
along with other newspapers, on a wall in the museum.
Some of the original newspapers have been kept in tact
and are now housed in the museum.

Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day afternoons from May
- September.

Keep up to date on the

progress being made at
the Sandhills Heritage
Museum by liking their
Facebook page.

R-Project
construction could
begin this fall

Marcia Hora

Embroiled in extreme
controversy and fierce op-
position, Nebraska Public
Power District will begin
work on its proposed 220-
mile-long power transmis-
sion line across the
Sandhills. A petition with
over 1,600 signatures op-
posing the project, count-
less town hall meetings
where voices were raised
and comments became
heated, numerous trips to
the Nebraska state capitol,
and a state senator who
vowed to fight to the bit-
ter end was not enough to
change or stop the “R”
Project. The transmission
line will stretch from Ger-
ald Gentleman Station at
Sutherland, continue
through Lincoln County,
and continue up U.S.
Highway 83 through
Logan and Thomas Coun-
ties, before heading east
and cutting through the
counties of Blaine, Loup,
Garfield, and Wheeler.

The final hurdle was
cleared when The U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service
signed a Record of Deci-
sion, and approved a
Habitat Conservation
Plan (HCP) that sets aside
600 acres of suitable habi-
tat for the protection and
management of the en-
dangered American bury-
ing beetle. The decision
posted June 18 on The
Fish & Wildlife Service’s
website stated the Service
does not issue a permit
for the project only a per-
mit for incidental take as
a result of otherwise law-
ful activities; the purpose
of the permit is to author-
ize the incidental take of
the listed species, not to
authorize the activities
that result in the take.
Fish & Wildlife Service de-
clined to further hold up
the project over concerns
about affected cultural re-
sources or migratory
birds.

See R-Project
Page 6
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