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Republican gubernatorial

candidate makes Stapleton stop

Marcia Hora

Logan County GOP
hosted a “meet and greet”
at the Hen House Café in
Stapleton, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 11, as Jim Pillen, Re-
publican candidate for
governor made a local
tour stop.

Pillen said he is a con-
servative Republican who
grew up on a farm in
Platte County, Nebraska,
and raised hogs with his
father. He went on to earn
a Bachelor’s Degree in An-
imal Science from UN-L
and earned a doctor of
veterinary science from
Kansas State. In 1983 he
and his wife returned to
Nebraska and opened a
small animal practice and
swine consulting practice.
He and his father contin-
ued raising hogs on a dirt
lot on their home farm,
before starting Pillen
Family Farms and DNA
Genetics. The multigener-
ational family-run busi-
ness now has a team of
over 1,100 members.

Pillen said he has basic
core beliefs - do what is
right, do the best you can,
and treat others the way
you want to be treated.

“I grew up under the
guidance of my father
who believed in hard
work and the value of a
dollar,” Pillen said. “Gov-
ernment spends too
much money and it needs
to shrink. Governor Rick-
etts has done a good job of
being fiscally conserva-
tive, but we can do even
better.”

He also said he decided
to make a political run be-
cause he believes in the
people of the state.

“My father instilled in
me there are givers and
takers. I believe in public
service and I believe this
is the right time for me to
give back to the state.”

Pillen who was a defen-
sive football star for the
Huskers in the 1970’s said
Coach Tom Osborne
taught him there is no
such thing as staying the
same. You get better or
you get worse.

“Working together we
can make our state even
better. I believe in this
state and our hard-work-
ing people,” he said.

Pillen said there are four
reasons he is running for
governor - Kkids, taxes,
agriculture and values.

“Cattle and corn are
king in Nebraska and hav-
ing spent my entire life in
agriculture, we know ag
needs a strong voice. We
have to sell our products
to the world.”

Pillen’s life is defined by
faith and family.

He is fully committed to
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Jim Pillen, Republican candidate for governor, was in Stapleton last week for
an informal meet and greet with local constituents. Pillen said Nebraska rep-
resents the best of America as he outlined his grass roots campaign. He is
pictured visiting with Shaylee and Susanne Jones before making a stop later

that morning in Thedford.

schools should continue
to reflect commonsense
Nebraska values. He be-
lieves the mission in edu-
cation is to prepare
children for the future
and not introduce politi-
cal ideology.

Serving on the Nebraska
Board of Regents, Pillen is
the only regent in the
United States who
brought a resolution to
prevent the imposition of
Critical Race Theory on
NU campuses. He also
stands with thousands of
Nebraska parents in op-
posing the proposed State
Board of Education
“health standards,” which
sexualize students and
supplant parental values
with a radical view.

He said he is proudly
prolife, believes in limit-
ing growth in govern-
ment spending, and
stands with law enforce-
ment. He supports agri-
culture and the assault
against it and overreach
by the federal govern-
ment. He also defends
the right to keep and bear
arms.

Pillen took questions
from those in attendance
and said he would con-
tinue to support veterans.

“Without them we
would be a different coun-
try,” Pillen said. “I will al-
ways stand with our
veterans.”

When asked about the
increasing property taxes
he said he believes the en-
tire state now under-
stands that property taxes
are too high. Even those
living in the eastern part
of the state realize if rural
Nebraska doesn’t do well

“The school aid formula
is so complicated that
very few people under-
stand it. There are 244
school districts in the
state and 157 of those dis-
tricts get no state aid. It is
unfair and it makes no
sense. That has got to
change.”

When asked about the R-
Project transmission line,
Pillen said he believes Ne-
braskans need to con-
tinue to have reliable
sources of power that in-
cludes coal, nuclear, natu-
ral gas, and continue
looking at wind and solar.

“We can’t abandon the
practices we have that
have given our state reli-
able power.”

Pillen said broad band
access in rural areas, ex-
panding technology, im-
proving our highways,
and completing four lane
projects are a must as we
move the state forward.

He is opposed to mask
mandates and says he
feels you should give in-
formation about the vac-
cine and let people make
their own choice.

“The virus is not going
away. People can think for
themselves and make de-
cisions that are best for
them personally. We need
to preserve our freedoms.
We have to live, move on
and keep educating our
students. Shutting down
schools is harming our
youth.”

Pillen said we need to
get bureaucratic govern-
ment out of our local
rural fire departments
and EMS when asked
about the burdensome
hours of training and a

ment.

He concluded by saying,
“I hope that today I have
earned your trust and
vote. My campaign is a
grass roots one and my
win will be because you
tell others why you are
voting for me. I am in-
credibly blessed to be liv-
ing here and there truly is
no place like Nebraska.”

The next stop on the day
was at the Sandhills Cor-
ral in Thedford where ap-
proximately 20 people
were in attendance.

Chamber’s annual meeting
to feature ‘Halftime with
Billie J’ comedy

COURTESY

BJ Puttergill will be the featured entertainment at this
year’s annual Chamber meeting set for January 31.

The Stapleton Area
Chamber of Commerce
has finalized plans for the
organization’s 2022 an-
nual meeting and mem-
bership drive that will
feature entertainment.

The meeting will be held
Monday, January 31, with
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and
the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
at the Hen House Café in
Stapleton. The chicken
fried steak meal and
meeting will be followed
by Halftime with Billie J

comedy. Adult refresh-
ments will be served by
Herbie’s Speakeasy and
will be a cash bar.

Call meal reservations to
Hen House Café at 308-
636-2614 by January 19.

Join us for a fun evening
and help promote Staple-
ton in 2022.

The $40.00 membership
dues are payable to Sta-
pleton Area Chamber of
Commerce, P.O. Box 232,
Stapleton, NE 69163.

Members needed on
Ag Society Board

The Logan County Ag
Society will hold its an-
nual meeting Thursday,
January 20, at 7:00 p.m. at
the Logan County Fair-
building.

Board members and vol-
unteers are needed to
help with fairground proj-
ects as the board works to
improve the facilities.

Current officers and
members are Kris Norem,
president; Toby Kinder-

Bruns files to run
for legislature

Marcia Hora

Chris Bruns, Lincoln
County Commissioner
and conservative candi-
date for Nebraska Legisla-
ture in District 42, made
his campaign official, Fri-
day, January 7.

At a morning meeting
with Secretary of State
Bob Evnen, Bruns com-
pleted his paperwork and
paid the fee to run for of-
fice. Chris was joined by
his wife, Ashley, who he
considers his biggest sup-
porter.

“Ashley and I have been
looking forward to offi-
cially filing for office
today for months,” Bruns
said. “As a Marine Corps
veteran, I learned the true
meaning of leadership
and teamwork. As a
rancher, I deeply care
about the ag community
and rural Nebraska. And
as a father, I want to keep

raise a family. As the next
Senator from District 42, 1
will defend Nebraska’s
taxpayers, fight for our fu-
ture, and work every sin-
gle day to grow our
economy. My record on
the Lincoln County Board
of Commissioners speaks
for itself, and I am excited
to bring that record of
success to the Unicam-
eral.”

Bruns is a United States
Marine Corps veteran, a
rancher, and a family
man who was born and
raised in North Platte.
Senator Mike Groene,
Senator Tom Brewer, Sen-
ator Steve Erdman, Sena-
tor LouAnn Linehan,
Lincoln County Sheriff
Jerome Kramer, former
North Platte Police Chief
Dan Hudson, and others
have proudly endorsed
him.

For more information
about the candidate you

knecht, vice president;
Stacey Anderson, secre-
tary; and Chelsey Myers,
treasurer. Board mem-
bers are Ellen Salisbury,
Scott Salisbury, Erin Frey,
Sean Carson, and Pam
Schaeffer.

The Ag Society will be
working on finishing the
large room in the fair
building, installing addi-
tional water hydrants,
new arena lighting and
completing dirt work.

An open class superin-
tendent is needed for the
fair.

The Ag Society meets
once a month, holds work
days throughout the year
and conducts the fair and
rodeo.

Volunteers are always
welcome and needed.

If you would like to help
out you may contact any
of the current officers or
board members. Your at-
tendance at the annual
meeting is appreciated.

Queen committee
established for

2022 contest

The Logan County Agri-
cultural Society thanks
Carol Clark and Bonnie
James for their 10-plus
years of service. Clark and
James have graciously or-
chestrated and conducted
the queen contest for the
Logan County Fair during
this time. They have done
a tremendous job
through some very trying
times.

Clark and James have
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We are working on our spe-
cial Valentine’s Day section.
Have your mom or dad,
grandparents, or any relative
mail, email, or drop off their
favorite picture of you to Cre-
ative Printers, P.O. Box 98,
Stapleton, NE 69163 or email
to creativeprinters@gp
com.net

Frey’'s General Store, The
Feed Bunk, Community First
Bank, Hen House Cafe, Kim-
ber’s, Stapleton Cooperative
Market & Deli, Creative Print-
ers, and Country Partners.

Stop in and pick up your
free calendar made possible
by area businesses who ap-
preciate your support.

Wind chill was recorded at -21
Jan. 1; -18 Jan. 2; -4 Jan 4; -14
Jan. 5; -23 Jan. 6; -14 Jan. 7.
Winds were recorded at 46 mph
on Jan.4. Snow was measured at
2.6” Jan.1; .2” Jan. 2; .3” Jan 6;
1.5”Jan.7

Total December moisture was
.23” with snow totaling 1.7”. Total
moisture for 2021 was 18.98”. Av-
erage moisture is 22.97”.
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