H

THOMAS COUNTY

cra

Your Source Of

News In The Sandhills

THOMAS COUNTY, THEDFORD, NEBRASKA 69166

(USPS 596-550)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2022

NO. 32

Chohon retires after
37 years of service

Tom Chohon, County
Executive Director of the
Ainsworth District Farm
Service Agency Office and
Valentine FSA Office is re-
tiring after serving 37 1/2
years with the USDA
agency.

Chohon began his career
in what was called the
Agricultural Stabilization
Conservation Service in
June of 1984, and served
in the Holt County, Staple-
ton District, and Stanton
County Offices, before
transferring to the
Ainsworth District FSA
Office in May of 1999,
where he served the farm-
ers and ranchers of
Brown, Rock and Keya
Paha Counties for over 22
1/2 years.

In August of 2020, he
was also assigned the du-
ties of managing the
Valentine FSA Office,
which includes the coun-
ties of Cherry, Grant,
Hooker, Thomas and
Blaine counties, in addi-
tion to the counties of
Brown, Rock and Keya
Paha.

Chohon said he enjoyed

his career immensely and
what he enjoyed the most
was being an ambassador
for the FSA programs and
explaining to farmers and
ranchers how the FSA
programs could benefit
their operation. He said it
was an honor and privi-
lege to serve the farmers
and ranchers in the
Ainsworth and Valentine
Offices and other loca-

tions throughout the
years.
As for the future,

Chohon said if the oppor-
tunity arose, he would

still like to work with area
farmers and ranchers.

His final thought was,
“If you are not willing to
change, you will grow
stagnant.”

Chohon also acknowl-
edged all of the county
committee members who
were great to work with
throughout his career.

Tom and his wife, Lisa,
are looking forward to vis-
iting their two sons more,
traveling, and enjoying
the company of the hun-
dreds of local partners in
ag that he’s come to know
so well.

He said they would be
staying in the area and he
plans to continue to help
farmers and ranchers by
providing a service that
helps them add value to
their operations through
a litany of USDA and non-
USDA programs, enjoy
traveling more, and help-
ing their parents more.

The Ainsworth County
Committee hosted a Re-
tirement Open House for
Tom on Friday, January
14th in Ainsworth.

Filing Deadlines
Rapidly Approaching

Election filing deadlines
are rapidly approaching
for the May 10, 2022 pri-
mary election in Ne-
braska. Lorissa Hartman,
Thomas County Clerk,
said the filing deadlines
for incumbents is Febru-
ary 15 at 4:00 p.m. and
March 1 at 4:00 p.m. for
non-incumbents. A com-
plete list of offices to be
filled by election and the
number to be elected, ap-

peared in last week’s
issue of the Thomas
County Herald.

As of Thursday, January
27, several filings have
been received in the
clerk’s office in Thedford

and include:

Thedford Public Schools
Board of Education (Non-
Partisan): Spencer Burk,
incumbent.

Village of Halsey (Non-
Partisan): Wilma
Heinowski, incumbent.

Thomas County Com-
missioner (vote for 2 - at
large): John Seeley, in-
cumbent and James Pur-
dum, incumbent (both
Republicans).

County Clerk: Lorissa
Hartman, Republican.

County Treasurer: An-
drea Thomas, Republican.

County Sheriff: Wm.
Joseph Smith, Republi-

can.

County Attorney: Kurt
Dam Arganbright, Repub-
lican.

Clerk Hartman reports
redistricting was com-
pleted and changes were
made due to the 2020 cen-
sus.

Voters are reminded
that Thomas County is
now in District 42 and
will be voting to replace
Senator Groene who is in-
eligible to run again due
to term limits. Changes
were also made to NRD
sub-districts and more in-
formation will be appear
in an upcoming issue.

County Commissioners
Reorganize

The Thomas County
Board of Commissioners
reorganized for 2022 at an
organizational meeting
held January 4.

Pam Moody was elected
chairperson and John See-
ley, vice chair.

Holiday dates to be ob-
served in 2022 were set
and the regular board
meeting dates will be the
first and third Tuesday of
each month at 8:30 a.m.

The Thomas County Her-
ald was designated as the
official news publication
and Security First Bank,
Thedford, as the official
county depository.

Appointments were
made as follows:

Thomas County Weed
Superintendent: Richard
Cook.

Thomas County Emer-
gency Manager: Joseph
Smith.

Thomas County High-
way Superintendent:
Lloyd Smith.

Thomas County Zoning

Administrator: Lorissa
Hartman.

Thomas County Veter-
ans Service Officer:
Richard Cook.

Board appointments

were named as follows:

Region II: Pam Moody

West Central District
Health Department: Pam
Moody and Ronda Hau-
mann.

West Central Area on
Aging: Pam Moody

Region 26: Joseph Smith

Lexington Solid Waste:
Jim Purdum

West Central Develop-
ment District: John Seeley

Sandhills RC & D: John
Seeley

Thomas County Safety
Committee: Jim Purdum

Upper Loup NRD
Drought Plan: Jim Pur-
dum

Thedford Board Of Education
Reorganizes For New Year

Thedford Public Schools
Board of Education met
for a regular meeting Jan-
uary 17, at which time of-
ficers were elected for the
new year and will be Brid-
get Licking, president; Jay
Jones, vice president;
Steve Ahlstrom, secretary;
and Dixie Hoffman, treas-
urer.

Committee assignments
were made as follows:

Americanism & Text-
book, Curriculum and In-
struction Committee:
Bridget Licking, Dixie
Hoffman and Jay Jones.

Negotiations: Dixie Hoff-

man, Jay Jones, and Brid-
get Licking.

Board Policy: Bridget
Licking, Jay Jones, and
Dixie Hoffman.

Other (Building,
Grounds & Transporta-
tion): Spencer Burk, Steve
Ahlstrom, and Matt Black-
ford.

Sports Cooperative Com-
mittee: Steve Ahlstrom
and Matt Blackford.

Superintendent Dahl-
berg reported pre-K
through 12 enrollment
numbers increased from
132 in September and
now stands at 142.

The board voted unani-
mously to approve contin-
uation of planning by the
board for building and
grounds improvements,
including planning, fi-
nancial options and dis-
cussion with the
community.

A work agreement for
Kale Anderson as custo-
dian-maintenance was ap-
proved.

The next regular board
meeting was set for Mon-
day, February 14, and a
meeting scheduled for
February 2 to discuss
building projects.

Dewitty became
‘springboard” for Black
Nebraska homesteaders

HISTORY NEBRASKA PHOTO

Three Dewitty residents, Edward (front), Robert and Glenn Hannahs, work a
load of hay. Dewitty, Nebraska’s main Black homesteader settlement, located
near Valentine, reached roughly 150 people in the early 20th century before all
but disappearing in the 1920s.

By Matthew Hansen
Flatwater Free Press
First In A Two Part Series

Nebraska homesteaders
were poor and poorer,
Catholic and Protestant,
European and American.
And almost uniformly
white.

Except for the home-
steaders who settled in a
place called Dewitty, near
present day Valentine.

These homesteaders
were Black. Some came
from the South, lured by
the promise of the 1904
Kinkaid Act - a kind of
second version of the
Homestead Act - that
promised 640 acres of
free land in the Nebraska
Sandhills. Some came
from Canada, where they
had escaped to decades
earlier. And some moved
from Overton, near Kear-
ney.

Many of the original
homesteaders had sur-
vived the horrors of slav-
ery. So yes, they could
figure out how to grow
some crops in the
drought-prone Nebraska
Sandhills.

There were roughly 150
residents of Dewitty by
1915.

“Dewitty is a story about
what’s possible here,”
said Mikal Eckstrom, a
professor at UNL’s Great
Plains Studies who has
studied the settlement.
“It’s a story about the real-
ities of rural life then, the
difficulties, yes, but also...
Dewitty was a place

where families came to
stake their claim. To pro-
vide a platform for their
children. It was a spring-
board.”

The residents of Dewitty
grew corn, potatoes, oats.
They grew sorghum and
turned it into molasses.
They built churches, a
general store, a post office
and a school that some
nearby white children at-
tended, too.

They celebrated the 4th
of July with nearby
Brownlee, the nearest
white settlement, which
still exists as an unincor-
porated town.The two
towns played baseball
against one another. They
held dances.

“Let’s be clear about
this: They danced in the
same space, but that
didn’t mean that African
American and white
homesteaders were danc-
ing with one another,”
Eckstrom said.

The residents of Dewitty
never meant to stay for-
ever, Eckstorm said. They
meant to build a better
life, and go somewhere
new. The settlement had
all but vanished by the
mid-1920s, done in by
weather and plummeting
crop prices in 1921. The
residents also faced sev-
eral problems that white
homesteaders didn’t.

One: The sons and
daughters of original De-
witty homesteaders had a
hard time finding marital
partners, since inter-

racial marriage was then
illegal.

Two: It wasn’t easy to get
a loan as a Black man in
Nebraska in the early
20th century.

The residents of Dewitty
did leave. Today its de-
scendants are spread out
over the country, many of
them attributing some
success to their grandpar-
ents or great grandpar-
ents who homesteaded in
the Sandhills town.

But what the residents
of Dewitty did leave in Ne-
braska, Eckstorm thinks,
what stayed here even
after the Black home-
steader community van-
ished, is the potential for
eye-opening things to
happen in seemingly un-
likely places. Where,
when largely left to their
own devices, Nebraskans,
then and now, can do
something incredible.

“The whole mythos of
the opening of the West
was called Manifest Des-
tiny, and it was encoded
in a way that it really
meant it was a space for
white immigrants,” he
said.

“Except (the residents of
Dewitty) manifested des-
tiny in a way that in-
cluded them. They fought
and wrote to the Secre-
tary of the Interior. They
fought for those land
claims. They manifested
their own destiny.”

The Flatwater Free Press
is Nebraska’s first inde-
pendent, nonprofit news-
room focused on
investigations and feature
stories that matter.

HISTORY NEBRASKA PHOTO

George Barnes and family pose in front of their caved-in sod house in 1887.
The Nebraska homesteader’s wife had died the year before. Early Nebraska
photographer Solomon Butcher titled his photo, “Three motherless children

and a caved in soddy.”




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


